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From Business Administration to Interior
Design, how has your jowmey been so far?

81: [ was always been drawn to bath the
creative and the logical. Growing up, my
favorile subjects were maths, computers and
art. For the longest time | was very confased
as W what [ wanted to do. | studied Finance
and Marketing al the undergraduale level

and minored in Arl History. | then had a brief
stint at a strategic consulting firm. Somehow,
a 9-5 desk job never cut it for me. | wanted to
explare the design field. Cne day | decided if

I didnt go Lo school then, | never would, 3o

| did, and there was no looking back. | went

on W major in Interor Design al Parsons
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School of Design, New York, The journey has
been incredible so far, I've mel some Tabulous
peaple, been Lo some incredible places, and
have heen exposed Lo amazing ereative
processes and technigues that really excite
me. My favaorite part about this field is that
it's continmuously evalving and is always full
of discovery.

Tell us about maia, vour design studio.

Sk 1L i an Interior/spatial design studio based
in Bangalore, 3ince maia was founded three

vears ago, we've been lucky Lo be able to work
o many diverse projects ranging from FAEB,
retail, residential, spas and affices to the design
of atalk show sel. All our projects are visually
very different from one another. We do not
have any particular stvie, we believe in Inoking
at cach project in its entircty and providing
design solulions that are most suited to ik

| am a strang believer in the collaborative
desizn process, | wanted ta ereale a platform
where like-minded people come together

and work together to create projects that are
meaningiul and sensitive, That is what maia
is all about, IL has a very studio envirenment
where everyone (5 involved with everything.
There are many brainstorming sessions, We
like to get our hands dirty and spend lime
wilh the artisans, craflsman and laborers
warking on our projects.

How big is your Leam?
£k AL our studio, we are now g voung team ol

three; Ekta is an architeet and Akshita an
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interior designer. COur studio has a very casy
eovironment. We have a very ‘work hard play
hard’ culture, | like to ensure that evervone is
whaolly involved with the projects they work
on, and feel like it 1s theirs. We thrive

on constructive crticism and push each
other Lo grow. There is never a dull day! It's
hard to explain. We're happy, passionale,
hard working people and feed off cach
other's energy. We're fricnds before
colleagues, You'll find us napping. singing
and even praciicing belly dance elass

mioves if we're not slaving at our good-
for-construction drawings!

M RO W

How do vou begin
conceplualizing a
new project?

§k The first thing we
da 15 =it back, and
question what the
function of the
space is, and whal
we™ve been asked

to design. We try
and uriderstand its
context and what
our client's vision

is, The process af
space curalion

then begins, where
we design layouts,
ideate how spaces
will unfold into cne
annther, envision
how we think people
will interact with the
space, and consume
the space, and
finally what visual
language the space
should assume, We
Uy e wisualize and
orchestrate what the
entive experience
should be from Lthe
moment somenna
walks into the space.
From concept to client presentations Lo
construction drawings, we actually follow a
very logical process,

‘Where do your inspirations come from?

$h Al maia we draw inspiration from the
waorld around ws, constantly questioning what
we see and how it can be applied 1o the world
of contemparary designe Nature, spiritaality,
mathematics, geamelry, materials, peaple
behavier, and color all provide us with an
endless saurce of inspiration. We have a

lat of toels at our offiee - blocks, magnets,
play dough, different materials that we just
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like 1o play with. It's like being a child again.
Curinsily, fun and wonderment are at the
core af the creative process for us.

Do vou have a design mantra?

8 W really aspire Lo design expericnces.
Orver and above how a space looks, (L is really
quite impartant to us how it feels.

Which has been your most special

project so far?

§1: [ think all projects have been very unigue
and intriguing in their own way, We just
completed a workspace for a large corparate
client whase name we cannol disclose yet.
We've designed an ‘Incubation Lab® for them,
which is a space where Leams will develop
new business product ideas for their lifestyle
division. It's & house that has been converted
into a very experimental space. It's fun,
playiul, modular, and inspires oul of the box
thinking. There are writable surfaces, Lege
walls, stereogram graphies, the eonference
table is formed of eight smaller tables that
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can be split up, all team rooms are modular
and there are many ways in which we've
used the architecture of the existing home Lo
create corners for teams o unwind and think.

The microbrewery we designed was also very
interesting because there the story revolved
arcund beer, beer tasting and community
drinking. The tanks where the beers are
brewed form a central installation and all

the maternals used are found in industry -
cement, metal mesh, metal wires, crate wood
packing boxes, jute and soon.

With the penthouse and in the case of any
residential design we really get 1o understand
our client's lifestyle. This particular home
was designed for a young couple who travel
extensively and like to entertain.

Amy diream project on the list?

8k We have a few projects finishing up. One
is a restaurant space where we have
collaborated with multiple artists to create

wavw poalmagazirgan 21



INTERIOR DESIGM

a very fun installation in
paolycarbonate that forms the
main drama peint in the space.
We're also working on a textile
exporter’s office where we have
crealed multiple explorations
using thread art. We look forward
tothese completing soon. A
dream has always been Lo design
a boutique hotel. Hopefully one
will come our way!

What kind of design trends will
we see in lindia in the coming
five years?

&l | definitely think we are
developing our own identity
that is rooted to the skill sets

we have in our country and
reflects our strengths. We are
becaming country proud and this
is across all industries. | think a
very unbque language is going Lo
emerge from this country that
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At tive Dnewhation Lab [Tap) I Medular confereiee
tirhvle (Left-Ripfef 2. Terrace | 3. Titan Jpnitor Lk

is visvally, culturally and envircnmentally
conscicus, L am very excited 1o see

it evnlve, and hopefully be a part of

the process.

Any advice for young designers?

5): 1 don’t think I am in a position o advise
anyone as | have so much to leam myself,
bult at maia we really Uy Lo do everything
we do with integrity, passion, and honesty,
and have a lot of fun while we are at it

i hrul @ maiaduign in
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